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‘Magnificent… Allows readers to grasp the big picture of Western culture as 
if for the first time.’ San Francisco Chronicle

With a new afterword by the author

The Passion of the Western Mind is a complete guide to Western civilisation 
and the philosophical ideas that have shaped our world view. From Plato to 
Hegel, from Augustine to Nietzsche, from Copernicus to Freud, Richard 
Tarnas describes profound philosophical concepts simply, but without 
simplifying them.

‘An appealing independent scholar, Tarnas takes time to describe profound 
matters even while moving on to further considerations.’ Seattle Times

Richard Tarnas, Ph. D., is Distinguished Rockefeller Faculty, Professor of 
Philosophy and Psychology, at the California Institute of Integral Studies 
in San Francisco, and is director of its programme in Philosophy, Cosmol-
ogy, and Consciousness. A graduate of Harvard University and Saybrook 
Institute, he was formerly director of programmes and education at Esalen 
Institute.
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